
Fairy Villages
Outdoor Learning Environments Activity Leaflet

Setting:  Construction Area

Activity:  Creating Fairy Villages

Focus of Activity:  Creative Expression

Curricular Areas:  
• Cognitive Development (Creative expression)

• Approaches to Learning (imagination, creativity, 

invention, aesthetic sensibility)

Fairy villages are homes for elves, fairies, and other beings 
of children’s imagination.  They provide enchanted places 
that stimulate creative, dramatic play in make believe 
settings.  Creating a fairy village represents a unique form 
of natural building.  They can be any scale, created inside 
a hollow log, on top of a tree stump, in a planter, on a 
patio or in a miniature woodland in a quiet corner of the 
outdoor area. 

Materials:  

Small furniture, figurines, and other tiny items (marbles, 
shells, etc.) 

Suggestions:
1. Place a basket of miniature figurines, etc. near an 

inviting place for a fairy village (e.g., tree stump, 

planter, hollow log, rock with a concave bowl, etc.).

2. Invite children to create a special place for tiny fairies 

or other imaginary creatures.

3. Listen and respond to children’s descriptions and 

stories about their fairy villages.

4. As children share their “stories,” record some of their 

ideas in the form of an “experience story” (i.e., a form 

of documentation – usually written by the teacher -- 

representing children’s ideas and actions). 

Engaging Parents:   
1. Call attention to the fairy villages created by the 

children by way of photos or experience stories.

2. Encourage children to show their fairy villages to 

their parents and talk about their “stories.”
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The Natural Learning Initiative (NLI) assumes no responsibility for the installation of outdoor components and/or designs and their use. In no event will NLI be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or 
consequential, incurred during the construction or use of the outdoor learning environment. NLI further suggests to adhere to the guidelines set forth in the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s Public Playground Safety 
Handbook and follow local, state, and national code requirements concerning but not limited to land use, zoning, safety, accessibility, permitting, and approval of plans prior to construction.
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